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HISTORY OF AMERICAN 
COLLEGE FRATERNITIES 


The first American college fraternity was the Phi Beta Kappa Society, 
organized at the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, 
on December 5, 1776. This became in 1831 purely an honorary scholastic 
society, and is today open to both men and women. In 1825, Kappa 
Alpha was founded at Union College. In 1827, Sigma Phi and Delta Phi 
were also founded at Union and the three are often called the “Union 
Triad”. They are really the oldest of the Greek letter social fraternities 
still in existence and their success led to the establishment of similar ones 
at many other institutions. The period between 1900 and the outbreak of 
the second World War was the most fruitful age for the college frater- 
nity. According to Baird’s Manual in 1949 there were 71 men’s national 
social fraternities with a total of 2,718 chapters. More than half of the 
fraternities and more than three-fourths of the chapters were organized 
between 1900 and the present time. As noted earlier, all but 10 of the 
nationals are now members of the National Interfraternity Conference, 
with Alpha Chi Rho one of 27 charter members. Total membership in 
1949 was 1,354,781. Chapter houses owned totaled 1,996 with a valuation 
of over $100,000,000. A reliable estimate indicates an additional 1,500 
chapters by 1960. 

It was observable from the first that to maintain a high standard some- 
thing more was needed than a mere fraternity name. It may be stated 
as an axiom that the fraternity which requires of its members the greatest 
share of those qualities which are enduring, and wins for men the respect 
and esteem of the community in which they live, will in the end share to 
the greatest degree in that reputation, respect, and esteem. 

If a fraternity is not merely social in its purpose, but is to be a source 
of inspiration and good to the individual, it is obvious that membership 
should not be a matter of college days alone. Alpha Chi Rho is not inter- 
ested in having on its Chapter rolls men whose principal objective is 
merely to wear a beautiful fraternity badge or to get their names listed 
in a college yearbook as having belonged to a well known national fra- 
ternity for the prestige they may gain thereby. Alpha Chi Rho, like other 
great college fraternities, is a brotherhood based on intrinsic values. 
Through the long years of our existénce, thousands of young men from 
the college youth of our country, representing families from all walks of 
life, have passed through the doors of our Chapter halls and shared the 
bond of secrecy, the beautiful Ritual, oaths of fidelity and brotherhood, 
and full acceptance of high ideals. In our Chapter halls have begun ex- 
periences and associations which have contributed immeasurably to the 
development of character and fine principles of intellectual attainment. 
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HISTORY OF ALPHA CHI RHO 


Our Fraternity was conceived by the Reverend Paul Ziegler, an Episco- 
pal clergyman and a member of the Class of 1872 at Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut. He had once been a member of the old Beta Beta 
Society, a literary and social group at Trinity which dated back to the 
days before the Civil War. During the autumn of 1894 he proposed to his 
son, Carl G. Ziegler, and to a close friend, Herbert T. Sheriff, both then 
members of the undergraduate body at Trinity, that they found a Greek 
letter fraternity on a basis distinct from that of societies then existing on 
the campus. During the Christmas vacation of 1894 the plan was talked 
over at Detroit, Michigan, the home of the three. The Reverend Paul 
Ziegler set forth his views in the “Exoteric Manual of Alpha Chi Rho,” a 
non-secret statement of the principles of the new fraternity. The three 
founders accepted this manual as their blueprint on New Year’s Day, 


1895. 
When the younger Ziegler and Sheriff returned to school they inter- 


ested William A. Eardeley (96) and William H. Rouse (’96) in the new 
Fraternity. On June 4, 1895, the organization held its first session in Rit- 
ual. This is regarded as our national Founders Day because formal oaths 
were exchanged here for the first time and the five men who participated 
are regarded as our “Founders and Revered Brothers.” In the order in 
which they accepted formal initiation they are: Paul Ziegler (72), Carl 
G. Ziegler (’97), Herbert T. Sheriff (97), William A. Eardeley (’96), 
and William H. Rouse (’96). 

The mother Chapter of Alpha Chi Rho was named Phi Psi. Plans for 
additional Chapters were carefully considered. “Slow but sure” has al- 
ways been the motto in this respect. Conservatism has been practiced 
both in national and local growth. The term “national” as used by the 
Fraternity has no reference to the American nation but simply distin- 
guishes the Fraternity from any local society. The general policy of the 
Fraternity toward national growth has been repeatedly affirmed. With 
one exception until 1916 the National authority declined to consider any 
petition from a local body unless it came from a long established college 
or university within the limits of the original ten colonies north of North 
Carolina. A beginning of extension over a wider geographical area was 
made in 1916 by the institution of Phi Kappa at the University of Illinois. 
Since then the policy has been to place chapters in pairs or within easy 
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Sea - cep eeoes aia possible, such as Lehigh and Lafayette, and 
By the turn of the century Alpha Chi Rho had expanded to the cam- 
puses of Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, University of Pennsylvania and 
Columbia University. Prior to World War I chapters had been added 
at Lafayette, Dickinson, Yale, Syracuse, Virginia, Washington and Lee, 
Cornell, Wesleyan, Allegheny, and Illinois. Although the war years and 
their aftermath were a difficult time for many fraternities, we were able 
to continue our growth at Penn State, Lehigh, and Dartmouth. The 
roaring twenties” brought in Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio State, Cali- 
fornia, and Oregon State. Just before the Second World War Iowa State, 
Purdue, Rutgers, and Johns Hopkins had come into the fold. World War 
II wiped out the eligible male undergraduate population at most col- 
leges, and most of our Chapters closed their doors and tendered their 
charters back to the National Council. Because of careful planning and 
marshalling of assets, the Fraternity was able to survive those long, lean 
years. Many of the Chapter houses were rented to the armed forces for 
their training units at the various colleges. We have been successful in 
reactivating all of the Chapters which were war casualties. Plans to 
revive others which had collapsed during the great depression of the 
'30’s were defeated by the war and had to be shunted aside in the post 
war years in favor of attention to those which had been going concerns 
at the time of Pearl Harbor and which held the most promise after V-J 
Day. Three new charters were granted since World War I]—at Rens- 
selaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York; at Temple University, in 
oe and at Clarkson Institute of Technology in Potsdam, New 
Alpha Chi Rho was incorporated under the laws of the State of Con- 
necticut on September 20, 1895. The National Council had its origin on 
October 16, 1895 as a committee of Phi Psi on extension. In 1899 it be- 
came a committee of the National Convention composed of one Brother 
from each Chapter. In 1900 its title was changed to the “National Charter 
Council.” In 1903 it became the “National Council,” not only with the 
power to grant charters, but with practically all its present rights and 
duties as an executive authority, an advisory committee to the President 
of the Fraternity, and a Board of Trustees of the Fraternity corporation. 
In 1915 the National Council was increased in size to include not only 
the officers of the Fraternity chosen annually by the National Conven- 
tion but three others called “National Councillors.” ' 

The first session of the National Convention was held at Hartford, 
Connecticut on June 23-24, 1899. By keeping a moderate size, the Fra- 
ternity has always been able to have annual conventions bringing 
members of all our Chapters together into one closely knit family. We 
have not had to resort to district or provincial meetings such as are held 
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by some of the giant nationals, the type of meeting which we believe 
would make for geographical splintering rather than national unity. We 
do not discourage regional conclaves held in addition to the National 
Convention, such as those which our Scholarship Officer conducts, but 
we shall never allow them to replace the Convention. There are delegates 
to the Convention from Graduate, as well as Resident Chapters, and any 
initiated Brother of any Chapter may attend the sessions on a non-voting 
basis. This mingling of graduates and undergraduates always tends to 
emphasize the “fraternity for life” theme of our Order. 

Alpha Chi Rho was the first national fraternity to maintain a general 
publication during its first decade. The GARNET AND WHITE was 
first introduced at Phi Psi Chapter on October 12, 1898 and was edited 
as a local chapter publication. Its publication as a national magazine 
was authorized by the Hartford convention in June, 1899, and the first 
number in the present form appeared in September, 1900. It has been 
published regularly ever since. 

Alpha Chi Rho was the first member of the National Interfraternity 
Conference to have a National Scholarship Officer, and our system of 
promoting the academic advancement of our Brothers in all Chapters 
by national direction has been copied by many of our brother N. I. C. 
fraternities. Alpha Chi Rho was also one of the first fraternities to have 
a National Secretary devoting his entire time to the business of the 
Fraternity, taking this step in 1921. 

In the early years of the Fraternity trouble arose about the close in- 
sistence upon the Landmarks, with some members desiring to rival loose 
but long existing societies rather than adhering to our high ideals. This 
was a serious crisis endangering the Fraternity’s principles and was 
promptly and drastically met by the National Convention. All disloyal 
members were expelled and one Chapter had its charter recalled. The 
esoteric work of the Fraternity was then carefully revised and the orig- 
inal principles of the Order were even more rigidly insisted upon in the 
pledging and initiation of Postulants. 

To prevent a recurrence of this danger, the central organization of 
the Fraternity was greatly strengthened by making the National Council 
the executive body of the Fraternity, to act in the interim between ses- 
sions of the National Convention. The machinery of Fraternity govern- 
ment was in every possible way brought to a high degree of perfection. 
In 1907 partial veto even over Convention Acts was vested in the Na- 
tional Council and operated to prevent hasty and ill-considered changes 
in laws, while not preventing the adoption of needed modifications. Also 
in 1907 the first number of a new publication, THE LABARUM, con- 
taining matter of a semi-esoteric nature, was issued. In the same year 
the Statutory and Disciplinary Codes were published as an Appendix to 
a revised Constitution. 
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AIM OF ALPHA CHI RHO 


The aim of Alpha Chi Rho is to secure a membership of the highest 
standard, thoroughly homogenous in quality, and permanent in its al- 
legiance and effort for the Fraternity, not merely during the college days 
but throughout life. The Fraternity protests against the type of men who 
prefer the society of dead books to that of living fellow-beings, but at 
the same time urges good scholarship and attention to study. It encour- 
ages athletic endeavor and literary effort, and in fact all manner of 
student activity, but at the samé time recognizes that it cannot make 
such activities tests of membership in Alpha Chi Rho. 

The Brothers should think and plan for self culture, for service, and 
hospitality, for the exercise of the critical faculty, for interest in the fine 
arts and for a proper conception of a sound mind in a sound body. The 
good Chapter joins hearts together by the strong tie of common thoughts 
and work. Alpha Chi Rho, on the one hand, charges its Brothers to avoid 
undue interference in college politics. Such interference has invariably 
proved detrimental in the end both to the Fraternity and to the institu- 
tion in which its Chapter is situated. On the other hand Brothers are 
charged to be loyal, to participate in elections and all other campus ac- 
tivities, to promote the interests of their college and to make themselves 
positive and efficient factors in its life. 

In its relations to other fraternities Alpha Chi Rho aims to preserve 
a strict neutrality, neither opposing them nor seeking entangling al- 
liances which may cause it to forget its own proper mission. It does not 
compete with other fraternities in numerical strength or other ostenta- 
tion. It urges justice to the individual members of such fraternities, but 
warns against conspiracies and combinations to exclude non-fraternity 
men from their just rights. 

The same general policy prevails in local growth. The Fraternity feels 
that Brotherhood can best be developed in the small Chapter where 
each Brother has the opportunity to know every other Brother intimately. 
The conservative Fraternity and the conservative Chapter are the best. 

The aims of Alpha Chi Rho in relation to its own members are best 
understood by a careful study of the Landmarks. 
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THE LANDMARKS OF ALPHA CHI RHO 


A society or organization usually has a platform of principles stating 
more or less in detail its distinctive aims, characteristics, and ideals, 
marking it off from all other societies and organizations. Alpha Chi Rho 
has such a platform of principles and ideals, called the “LANDMARKS” 
of the Fraternity. These Landmarks, 4 in number, have always been, and 


always will be, practiced and enforced as the fundamental requirements 
of all brothers in Alpha Chi Rho. 


The Landmarks are the key to understanding the Fraternity, for with- 


out them there would be no Alpha Chi Rho. T. hey are summarized as 
follows: 


MEMBERSHIP FROM AMONG THOSE WHO ARE PRE- 


PARED TO REALIZE IN WORD AND. DEED THE 
BROTHERHOOD OF ALL MEN. 


THE INSISTENCE ON A HIGH AND CLEAN MORAL 
STANDARD. 


THE PARAMOUNT DUTY OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
AMONG THE MEMBERS. 


JUDGMENT NOT BY EXTERNALS, BUT BY INTRINSIC 
WORTH. NO ONE IS DENIED MEMBERSHIP IN ALPHA 
CHI RHO BECAUSE OF RACE, CREED OR NATIONALITY. 


These are the Landmarks of Alpha Chi Rho, its foundation and its 
heritage. The ideals so expressed are to be lived out by every member of 
Alpha Chi Rho, not only during his college days, but throughout his 
life. They are epitomized in the exoteric motto of the Fraternity which: 
is: 


ANAPIZEX@E—“BE MEN” da Rf 
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ALPHA CHI RHO EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION, INC. 


The Alpha Chi Rho Educational Foundation was founded in 1950 by a 
group ofthe members of the Fraternity. It is a non-profit membership 
corporation incorporated under the Laws of the State of Deleware 
and gifts which it receives are, as of the moment, free of all taxes. The 
purpose is to receive gifts of money and other property; to administer 
these funds and to use them and their income, as aid for needy and de- 
serving students through scholarship loans and other recognition of any 
scholastic achievement. Although not limited to members of the Fraternity 
[it, nevertheless seeks to develop the educational pursuits of] Alpha Chi- 
Rho Fraternity undergraduate and graduate students in accredited Colleges 
and Universities in the United States. 


The Foundation is aware of the growing costs of higher education and 
the impact of these increasing costs upon family savings, income from 
summer jobs or the best planned budget. To take care of these real 
deficiencies, and upon proper submission of accurate application forms 
approval by the Committee on Grants, Aids and Awards, loan up to - - 
$1,000 may be made to qualifying students, maturing at from one to 
four years after graduation at an interest rate of about 3% per annum. 


The Foundation is managed by a Board of Trustees who are elected 
annually by the members. The Officers and Trustees look forward to pro- 
gressively expanding the scope and aid of the Foundation through the 
creation of awards, additional scholarship loans and other educational in- 
centives. Ultimately we hope to render financial aid to groups or even 
Chapters of the Fraternity through qualified loans and mortgages. Your 
inquiries are welcomed through the Chapter Scholarship Officer or the 
Chapter. 
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